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LEEUWARDEN DECLARATION

18 May 2018

We, the Ministers responsible for the protection of the Danish, Dutéerman Wadden Sea,
representing our respective Governments in Théateral Wadden Sea Governmental
Council on the Protection of the Wadden Sea,

ea on the BOB
he Danish and a

Welcoming with great appreciatiothe inscription of the entire Wadd
World Heritage List, following the extension of tipeoperty to i

Wadden Sea and contributing to regional sustaindlelopment;

Reaffirming that the key obligation arising from the
maintain the Outstanding Universal Value, includihg inte
Heritage;

rld Hage status is to jointly
the Wadden Sea World

Reaffirming the objective of the 2010 v 2C ion anel Wadden Sea Plan 2010 to
protect and manage the Wadden Sea as a Singlegg@abdlentity shared by the three countries
in accordance with the Guiding Principle, whicHtis achieve, as far as possible, a natural
and sustainable ecosystem-in which natur

structure

Acknowledging with appreciation the work of local and regionathorities and partners
engaged in the conservation of the Wadden Sea @mdluting to the World Heritage and
involved in the development of a Partnership Hub;

Recalling the Wadden Sea’s importance for global biodiverit particular as a staging area
for migratory bird populations antbncernedabout the observed negative trends of several
breeding and migratory bird populations, as weltleslining fish populations in the Wadden
Sea;

! General reservation regarding Wadden Sea WorldaggriFoundation
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Aware that climate change has impacts on the Waddem&kthat future changes can pose a
threat to the Outstanding Universal Value of theddém Sea ecosystem, atetermined to
addresghe challenges of climate change mitigation arapgation, including C@reduction
and impacts of climate change on the Wadden Sesystemn’s food web.

Reaffirming that the overall goal of climate change adaptaiothe Wadden Sea Area is to
safeguard and promote the quality and integritytted area as a natural and resilient
ecosystem whilst ensuring the safety of its infzattg and visitors;

Consciousthat coordinated monitoring, data handling an@sssient of the quality status are
crucial factors for the conservation and managemoérnthe Wadden Sea;. also as a World
Heritage Site;

Acknowledging the problem of marine litter in the Wadden Sea ommitting
to the circular economy as one important approaciréggmting introduction of i
sea and contributing to the implementation of respe st ies developed
international level,

national and

en Sea Area as well as the
osystem as well as for

Aware of the potential of light emissions to impact on
unique core quality and the importance of darknfesst
humankind,;

Underscoring the vital contribution of sci
protection and management of the Wad
great appreciation the Trilateral Research

earcthefurther development of the
Sea asadogizal entity andvelcoming with
ldped by the scientific community;

Reaffirming ‘our commitment to the effective implementationtbé Wadden Sea Seals
Agreement, concluded under the auspices of the ednhations Convention on the
Conservation of Migratory Species;

Recalling the potential of alien species to negatively immacthe Wadden Sea ecosystem;

Acknowledging the importance of healthy estuaries for the Wad8ea ecosystem and the
fact that many ports, as vital elements of livingd asustainable use in the Wadden Sea
Region, are located in those estuaries;
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Recalling the status of large parts of the Wadden Sea asteWarly Sensitive Sea Area,

designated by the International Maritime Organ@mai@ndwelcoming the work achieved by

the DENGERNETH Maritime Administration Group on tBperational Plans, as provided
for in the Tgnder Declaration

Welcoming the cooperative initiative "Trilateral Wadden SeartB”, and noting [with
appreciatioif the letter of intent issued at the initiative’s nference in Harlingen,
Netherlands, on 17 May 2018, as an important emgament for further dialogue on
sustainable port operations.

Reaffirming the importance of international cooperation witirtpers beyond the Wadden
Sea Region, such as the cooperation in the frankewbthe UNES orld Heritage
Marine and Sustainable Tourism Programmes, with &fgcan rasian Waterbird

Memoranda of Understanding concluded with the IstaRepubli nia and the
Republic of Korea, and the Memorandum of Intent with the Wash
Coast, as well as the importance of cooperatioh miievant international organizations;

Acknowledging the Wadden Sea Region’s shared lan e andatuiaritage;

Noting with gratificationthe overallprogress made in the implementation of the Miniater
Council Declaration of the 12Trilateral'Governmental Conference on the Pratectf the
Wadden Sea (Tgnder Declaration) and recognizingnéeal to continue to act on specific
items as indicated in this Declaration a i

upon by the Parties

Z Reservation by Germany
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WADDEN SEA WORLD HERITAGE
The Ministers

1. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board to develop trilateral Wad8ea World Heritage
partnership schemes, to further activate the Wadsa World Heritage brand and to
enhance local ownership, as a tool for creatinggyias between nature conservation in
the World Heritage Site and sustainable developiimetite Wadden Sea Region;

2. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board to further develop the RatiipeHub as a part of the
future Partnership Centre together with the en@dggartner organisations and in partner

entire transboundary World
mentation of coordinated

5. Instruct the Wadden Sea Boaro lementatiothe Sustainable
Tourism Strategy as an important tc engitng the cooperation with a multitude
of different partners, including by upd enting the related action plan

Sea Flyway Initiative wiitle relevant governmental and non-
s aminm to extend the cooperation in the context of the

the awareness of the young generditithre &Wadden Sea Region as a
through the development of apptepreducational activities and

Interpretation developed by the International Wad8ea School network (Summary at

Annex 2);

8. Continue to support the work of the International Waddema Sehool and the related
network of people and visitor centres active iniemmental education as essential for
the shared World Heritage Site, taking into accdhetresults of the recent evaluation
process;

% General reservation regarding Wadden Sea WorldaggriFoundation
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9. Encourage partners of the World Heritage Education Netwarkdxtend its network by
establishing further partnerships between inforomatentres and educational institutions
to develop and produce high-quality educationalemial

10. Aim to efficiently implement the Wadden Sea World ltbagée Strategy (2014 - 2020) in
close cooperation with relevant partners;

11. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board to continue cooperation thieh UNESCO World
Heritage Marine and Sustainable Tourism Programwidsn a framework of defined
targets;

12. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board to review the Trilateral Cami
prepare a communications programme for the permu 2018

ns Strategy and to

NATURE CONSERVATION AND INTEGRATED ECOSYSTEM MANAGE

The Ministers

13. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board to oversee the furt
for Breeding Birds and support an exchange of e
activities, including a potential further developmeand
time for the next Trilateral Govern

imgoleation of the Action Plan
of national and regional
undertake an evaluation in

14. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board to f
SWIMWAY Vision (at Annex 3) as a

er develop and doriErito implementing the
integrated appriodgo achieving the Trilateral

Seal Management Plan 2018-2023, which also takesiotount the management of grey
seals;

17. Agree to duly take account of the fact that harbour pmgs are present in the Wadden
Sea, thus addressing the conservation of the specie

18. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board to undertake further stepartis an Alien Species
Management and Action Plan (as described in AnnexvBlich should include relevant
steps for public awareness and cooperation on aanyping and measures, integrating a
related monitoring programme, based on the natidatd underpinning the Trilateral
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Assessment and Monitoring Programme, including itgtallation of the network
platform at the Common Wadden Sea Secretariat;

19. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board to oversee the further implttien of the Trilateral
Monitoring and Assessment Programme Strategy;

20. Agree to increase the value of the Trilateral Monitorgmgd Assessment Programme to
users and to a wider range of stakeholders, imutudhe availability of data and
presentation of information resulting from thoséagla

21. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board to produce updates of thieeow
Status Report and to deliver a comprehensive sgisth@port i
Trilateral Governmental Conference;

n Sea Quality
time for the next

22. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board to further develop stepthéosustainabili fisheries
in the Wadden Sea Area on the trilateral levelpider to achieve the conservation
objectives of the Trilateral Wadden Sea Cooperét s a level playing field. This
should be done in close cooperation with res ties and relevant stakeholders
and initiatives (e.g. certification procedures),thin Framework for Sustainable
Fisheries, [taking into account both the importaotthe stem service of providing
regional sea food in this respect and the integiithhe World Heritage Sité.]

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The Ministers

23. Strive to substanti
2030;

ce the amount of marinerlittethe Wadden Sea by the year

24. Instruct the Wadden oard to make use of all relevsistirg monitoring and
action_programmes, as as existing action pléalsgng into account local, national
initiatives to gain and exchangiequate additional knowledge on
acts of marine litter (such as rplestics) on the Wadden Sea ecosystem

25.
communities and relevant stakeholders, aiming tuce light emissions, such as
measures to avoid unnecessary lighting, the exehafigest practices, technological
innovations or monitoring, for the benefit of thbale Wadden Sea Area, whilst ensuring
safety standards prescribed by pertinent legisiatio

26. Continue to support the global and national efforts to mitigate climahange at the
regional level;

4 Reservation Denmark
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27. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board in cooperation with, amoihgrst the Wadden Sea
Forum and green NGOs to develop and support progisitiatives for climate change
mitigation taken at the local and regional levefsaoithorities, organisations, companies
and inhabitantsinter alia by exchanging information and best practices,itigk/arious
initiatives and stimulating pilot projects, incladi the CQ reduction ambition of the
Wadden Sea Region;

28. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board to continue implementing tilat@ral Climate Change
Adaptation Strategy and update the priorities dorththerein where needed,;

29. Requestthe Wadden Sea Board to determine together wdtdientific partners which
investigations are needed to better understandntipacts of clim change on the
Wadden Sea ecosystem, for example on primary ptiotuand alien species, and to be
prepared to enhance the level of adequate managdmesa the Outstanding
Universal Value of the Wadden Sea;

30. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board to review and moni
production and energy transportation on the dfea ecosystem and to consider
measures to avoid or mitigate possible i '

evaluate the impact of high-voltage power cabled
consultation with the responsible bodies and stalkieis;

31. Encourageports and ferry companies working in the Waddea Sea to develop codes
of conduct to further demonstrate @geswork towards environmentally

Board to ‘consider the differentromgbes of the three
fy the most sustainahntede of transport for ensuring nature-

35. [Support a complete ban by the International Magti@rganization. of paraffin release in
the North Seal;

36. Encourageinvestigation and the sharing of knowledge andettehange of best practices
in the Wadden Sea Region on the relationship betwdemographic change and
sustainable development opportunities, specifiaatiysustainable tourism.

® Reservation Germany: Para still under consultation
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COOPERATION

The Ministers

37. Instruct the Wadden Sea Board to continue to strengthercdtperation with the
scientific community by installing a trilateral gn@mming committee in order to
establish a joint programme on research issuevameto the Wadden Sea World
Heritage, taking into account the Trilateral Reskakgendg(as outlined at Annex 6)]
andinstruct the Wadden Sea Board to encourage the scientificrwnity to develop a
trilateral research platform and to promote pitatges on nature restoration;

dent trilateral

38. Continue to support the work of the Wadden Sea Forum am
stakeholder forum;

39. Encouragethe Wadden Sea Forum, the green NGOs and [ s to continue

management to deliver related stakeholder a h® Trilateral Wadden Sea

Cooperation;

nt authorttiesrk on cultural
onservation in the Wadden

40. Encourage the Wadden Sea Forum and the co
landscapes, history and identity as related assetst
Sea Region.

TRILATERAL WADDEN SEA COOPERA N 2018 — 2022
The Ministers

41. Thank the Nethe or having assumed the presidefidie Cooperation in the

osting thd” 18eeting of the Trilateral Wadden Sea

42. netk the Federal Republic of Gernfanyhe period from 2018 —

43. Ins dden Sea Board to review, in time for thet fedateral Governmental

44. Intend to hold the next Trilateral Governmental Confeeermm the Protection of the
Wadden Sea and the"Zrilateral Wadden Sea Governmental Council meeting022,

at the invitation of the Government of Germany;

45, Intend to hold the 15 International Scientific Wadden Sea Symposium émr&any prior
to the 14 Trilateral Wadden Sea Governmental Council at itmdtation of the
Government of Germany.

® Reservation by Germany
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List of Annexes

1. Preparation of a single integrated managementfptahe Wadden Sea World
Heritage Site

2. Wadden Sea Strategy on Education for Sustainablel®@ment and World Heritage
Interpretation (Summary)

3. Trilateral Wadden Sea Swimway Vision
4. [Alien Species Management and Action Plan (2-pagéne)]’

5. [Establishment of a trilateral Wadden Sea Worlditdge Foundati

6. [Outline of Trilateral Research Agenda (TRA)]

" Reservation by all three Parties regarding Annex
8 General reservation regarding Wadden Sea WorldaggriFoundation
o Proposal by the Netherlands. Reservation by Germany
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Annex 1

Preparation of a single integrated management plafor the Wadden Sea World
Heritage Site

1. Introduction

As reflected in the decisions of the World Herita@emmittee (WHC) in 2009, 2011, and
2014, the Wadden Sea Plan 2010 is the overall framme and structure for integrated
conservation and management of the property asadevamd coordination between all three
States Parties. The WHC also concluded that coraps#ve protection measures are in place
within each State party.

in 2009 and the extension in
2014, much has been achieved to intensify the ca to protect and maintain the

fundamental purpose of the cooperati ase civic pride, raise awareness,

increase support and practical involveme [ ocio-economic benefits.
In close cooperation with.and support of y dtalders, a wide variety of strategies and
plans have been de including, amongst qthikes Wadden Sea World Heritage

Brand Paper, the Sustain ourism Strategy actibr\ Plan, the Wadden Sea World
Heritage Education Strate the Flyway Visiore firamework for Sustainable Fisheries,
the Alien _Species Management and Action Plan (imeldpment), the Climate Change
, the Particularly Sensitive 8eaa Wadden Sea Operational Plan, the
) and Assessment Programme, 8sal Management Plan, and the

The develof t of aingle integrated management planas requested by the World
Heritage Committee, will help to further strength#te ongoing efforts in harmonizing
management of the Wadden Sea as one propertyiimeamated approach. The management
plan shall provide a clear overarching frameworkt ttan be easily read and understood by
stakeholders and the general public. This concespcially the definition of roles and
responsibilities of the TWSC, site managers andstakeholders in implementation of plans
and strategies.

Thus, the single integrated management plan stiengt the Trilateral Wadden Sea
Cooperation, enhances understanding of joint manegg and creates ownership and
commitment among stakeholders to protect and maitiia OUV.
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2. Objectives

The single integrated management plan for the Wad&#a World Heritage Site provides an
umbrella to integrate existing trilateral stratesgend plans without losing their commonly
agreed content, while taking into account existegjonal and national management systems,
which can be easily read and understood by statef®lIt also provides a clearer picture of
resources needs and transparency how the managsysés functions. In this respect, it is
of added value for the Trilateral Cooperation.

The overarching objective of the single integrate@hagement plan is to demonstrate how
the effectiveness of coordinated management castrbagthened with the aim to maintain

and preserve the Outstanding Universal Value ofptfoperty and protect its natural values
and its integrity on the basis of the Guiding Pipe

The specific objectives are

1. Providing a coherent overview on how trilater
taking into account the local level, to strengt
as shared responsibility.

2. Enhancing ownership and commitment of st
of the property as one entity and supporting
trilateral strategies and plans on the ground.

3. Striving towards a further h
strengthen the effectiveness o
taking into account the regional

ointly, also
protection of OUV and integrity

dersll levels in management
tiies in implementation of

tation adrdinated management while
systardgegional differences.

3. Content

The single integrated
focus on overarching iss
property to-maintain the OU

plan for the WadEa World Heritage property will
0 be managed withriggriand in a consistent way across the

€ . Therefore, the contents willdapi®d to management requirements of
the TWSC wi > support and participation ofkal) parties involved in implementing the

Criteria for the selection of the issues to be adsied

1. Main and prior management issues at trilateralll@dentified in particular from the
Wadden Sea Plan, recent Ministerial Conferenceddattbns, and existing strategies
and action plans),

2. Urgency to enhance management effectiveness telbte

3. Management and protection requirements with regarchaintain and protect the
OUV (as reflected in the Statement of OUV, relev@aimmittee Decisions and in the
Periodic Reporting).
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The starting point for the further developmenttwd single integrated management plan will
be a preliminary structure agreed by the Wadden BBead. The content will reflect the
current priorities of the TWSC, but contents anidnities may be adapted during the process.
A flexible approach is envisaged.

The single integrated management plan will be aisenand short document (maximum of
40 pages) and contribute to make the complexityofld Heritage management operational.
It should be easy to read in order to better conteethe people on the ground. It should in
general follow WHC and the International Union f@onservation of Nature (IUCN) advice
on World Heritage management plans.

4. Timeline

The development is a trilateral process with ineatent of site managers stakeholders
from all Wadden Sea regions and the IUCN. The fo
management plan as a rolling plan reflecting thinma

has to be considered in its preparation.

ities of the trilateral management

The aim is to develop the single integrated managemla
finalization and implementation in 2021 to delixaemproposal
Ministerial Council Meeting in 2022.

he period 2018 — 2020 with a
final adoption at the™4
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Annex 2

Wadden Sea Strategy on Education for Sustainable Delopment and World Heritage
Interpretation (Summary)

Introduction

Building upon a network of people and activitiesleed over decades, the “Wadden Sea
Strategy on Education for Sustainable Developmedt\aorld Heritage Interpretation” aims
to provide a trans-boundary framework for environtakeducation and interpretation in the
entire Wadden Sea. It stands for ONE Wadden Seauilts on the numerous local, regional
and national activities in this field. It is suppdso provide an umbrella fwomote the
Wadden Sea’s Outstanding Universal Value (OUV)nnrgernational and i

responsibility.

The strategy has been developed as part of the efdhie Internati
(IWSS). Much has been contributed by the Trilat&letwork Group Educati e.members
of which represent Wadden Sea education and itwn at national and re al levels,
and by the Common Wadden Sea Secretariat. The upported by the Trilateral
Wadden Sea Cooperation and its Wadden Sea Bo

Thestrategy links and contributes to implementing b
Sea, namely the overall World Heritage Strategythedstr
also contributes to the UNESCO Programmes for “‘d/bkérit
“Education for Sustainable Development”

nt strategies for the Wadden
for sustainable tourism. It
ducation” and

Our Vision for the Future
It is our joint vision that in the future...

People who live, visit or work in any part of theatdlen Sea World Heritage region
are aware of and appreciate the O nd the urenascape. They are committed

Environmental € terpretation prowddeess to the understanding and
adden Sea World Heritage &itkits global importance. High-

ateral and mternatlonal level. Acation and interpretation activities
e integral protection of the Wadden Seanaecological entity and the
ecological requirements of its common World Hedtatatus.

Our Objectives and Measures — How the Vision becomes Reality
Three joint objectives set out how we want to aohidae vision:

Competent multipliers: All stakeholders of Waddera @ducation have a
transnational understanding and appreciation offadden Sea World Heritage Site,
its OUV and its protection in a trilateral and ghblbontext.

High-quality information: Comprehensive holistiddrmation and education offers
provide consistent communication of the OUV thramgiithe Wadden Sea Region
and beyond.
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Outstanding person-to-person communication: Guiggdre interpretation offers
provide authentic experiences of the diversity,adgits and beauty of the Wadden
Sea World Heritage Site for everyone.

Thirteen measures at the national as well as dtithgeral level are expected to achieve the
objectives and to realise the vision in the lorrgiteAt the trilateral level, three measures
comprise networking and service activities targetiechultipliers of Wadden Sea education as
well as providing multilingual education resouréesussing on the World Heritage Site. Ten
measures at the national level range from traipitograms for various audiences, to
operating visitor centres and other informatiortesys, numerous guided tours e.g. for the
public and for classes, to online and offline imfiation and education material.

Audiences

trilateral level
informal

Our approach to Wadden Sea education and intetiprefeom the local
addresses various target groups in the framewoftrofal, non-forma
learning.

universities;

Stakeholders: The main audience for “non-
Wadden Sea World Heritage education and |
NGOs, nature guides and youth groups engage
such as junior rangers;

atuch as visitor centres,
ticular learning activities,

ce for “informalrteag” is the general public —i.e.
holidmauding day-trips).

General public: The main audi
local inhabitants and guests (to

Implementation

The implementation of Wadden Sea Worl
responsibility and common task of the sign

Heritagecatlon and interpretation is a shared
fethe strategy. They include public
thermad and trilateral level, while also being

The implementation a vel — acaogdo a trilateral work programme further
speciﬁed in annual work —is a core tasthefTrilateral Wadden Sea Cooperation and
ith its network dfieation centres with guidance provided

e national level follows natibwork programmes — existing or future
e Wadden Sea countries amdilifieient regions — by public as well as

advise the trilateral work programme.
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Annex 3

Trilateral Wadden Sea Swimway Vision

swimway =
wadden sea

PROPOSAL FOR A TRILATERAL WADDEN SEA SWIMWAY VISION018-2024

Introduction

The Wadden Sea is one of the world’s largest colvéneertidal wetlands. With more than
150 fish species recorded to date, including 18hinater species, the fish community of the
Wadden Sea is exceptionally diverse. The populatidmany fish species in the Wadden
Sea have steeply declined in recent decades, aisd<saf these declines are only partly
known or understood.

Basic understanding of essential processes antidnat
missing, hampering effective and efficient fish servation. his reason, Danish, Dutch
and German fish experts developed conservatiorctivgs for fish —the so— called Trilateral
Fish Targets, which were adopted as f theddta®bea Plan at the Trilateral
Governmental Conference in 2010:

ays is in many cases still

1. Viable stocks of populations and
species;

2. Occurrence and &8
(a)biotic conditi

tural repradooof typical Wadden Sea fish

bundance of fish cies accomithg natural dynamics in

ve of natural habitatpttovide substratum for spawning
and nursery functions for juvenile fish;

ng the possibilities for fressage of migrating fish between
land waters.

group with contributions of research institutesunamanagement organizations and
authorities with a view to obtaining a signed commnent of governments and stakeholders at
the Trilateral Governmental Conference in Leeuwaytietherlands, in 2018.

The Trilateral Wadden Sea Swimway Vision 2018 -202

Implementing the Trilateral Fish Targets is themgoal of the Vision, and the aim is to
provide an overarching Swimway approach —an urdorédr all kind of initiatives related to
achieving the targets. The Vision is based on follars: research and monitoring; policy;
measures; stakeholder involvement, communicatidnealucation.
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Research and monitoring

Present knowledge of the factors driving fish papioh dynamics in the Wadden Sea is in
many cases largely insufficient to establish messtor improvement. A Swimway research
approach, covering issues such as connectivitgapoe-prey relations, ecophysiology and
habitat-species relations is currently under dgyakent. The Vision will link to the Trilateral
Research Agenda also currently under developmented as to the findings of the Trilateral
Task Group on Climate Change, the relevant patheTWSC Quality Status Report 2017,
and should fit in and be complementary to natioeséarch agendas. This research approach
will provide important information that helps tow#dop meaningful and robust indicators to
assess progress towards the Trilateral Fish Targets

Policy

Policy objectives for fish in the Wadden Sea arenidated at the European, trilateral,
national and regional levels. Within the Visiorisitaiimed for makin entory of
existing policies and regulations relevant to thiéaferal Fish Targ ropean,
trilateral, national and regional level and to &ealtheir contribution to the re on of the
these targets. Following the analysis the needdditional tified
Measures

At various locations conservation measures haeadyr
a view to improving living conditions for and to tigate thre
create a comprehensive overview of these measumatuate their effectiveness and to
identify how they may contribute to the TrilateFash Targets. This information will be
combined with the analysis of the bottlene irgmigratory routes to gain insight into

carried out or are planned with
o fish. It is important to

countries, defining bestpractices and applyingaesh outcomes to develop measures and
‘ information will peovided clearly and coherently and

To gain ent from all’ stakeholders, raisinggeness, activating practitioners and
facili e exchange are important godihe Swimway vision. Four successful
na slinitiatives, already in pesgr are used as showcase to help to illustrate

the impo I success of the Vision. Fourre@stice activities have been selected:

Swimways of the World;

» Denmark: use of citizen science in fisheries, iaitus on recreational fisheries, the
“Key Fishermen’s Project”;

» Germany: Masterplan Ems 2050;

« The Netherlands: working together with commerdstiédrman to tag migratory

species using the Wadden Sea.

The vision focuses on involvement of stakeholddne wave direct or indirect impacts on fish
through their activities, such as researchers, cenmtiad and recreational fishermen, water
authorities, relevant governmental agencies anégoeernmental organizations (NGOs). A
communication plan as part of the overall trilateammunication will be developed.
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Project organisation

The Wadden Sea Board will be responsible for tloedination of the vision. The three
countries will work together and convey expertsagacity and resources on a project based
approach for the implementation. A trilateral sitegigroup may carry out the overall
management of the programme and consist of regsegsass from Denmark, Germany and
the Netherlands. For coordination, facilitatinglabbration, fundraising and project
development, a project leader may be appointed Cidmemon Wadden Sea Secretariat
(CWSS) may serve as a base for a project leaderVidion may be implemented after the
conference and is envisaged to run for 6 years.
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Annex 4. Trilateral Management & Action Plan Alien Species (MAPAS)

Trilateral alien species activities in the UNESCO Vidden Sea Property
The worldwide increase of alien species, boosted by human activities, has the

potential to negatively impact on the Wadden Sea UNESCO World Heritage property.
The Road Map Wadden Sea World Heritage Strategy 2014-2020 foresees the
development of a trilateral management and action plan on alien species for
increased insight, awareness, control and management of invasive alien species'® in
the Wadden Sea Area.

As agreed upon at the 12th Trilateral Governmental Conference on the protection of

the Wadden Sea in Tender (2014) (§ 35, Tonder Declaration; C 2014), the
trilateral strategic framework for dealing with alien species in the den Sea should
be further developed towards a trilateral management an lan on alien

species (MAPAS), taking into account existing and upcoming legislatio d projects
by the trilateral Working Group on Alien Species (WG-AS). The overall ctive of
the MAPAS should be to prevent threats fro ien species to’ Wadden
Sea’s marine and terrestrial ecosystems and to sustain its OQutstanding
Universal Value (OUV) and integrity enting, managing or
controlling alien species through a coordina effort in the trilateral
area.

1. Prevention
(Fig. 1). National activities, in line v

existing political and legal framework: Earlysz:cr::;z;:/r\]lgming

alien species treatment, can be integr A v A

into a harmonised management with ° 3. Risk Assessment ®
S0 o Invasive potential and S0 o

common approach to e it By
RN 232

the UNESCO Wo S5E wony  ow  Eid

These n?—tlonal and : ~Es 4. Decision Making ~Ew

be continued as detailed A Loca \1, \1, WIDESPREAD /M

addition, several new ivities  are 5. Eradicate 6. Manage: control,

. he MAPAS and should be (if possible) mitigate, create awareness

e national legislations Fig. 1 Cycle of management actions for alien species
in the Wadden Sea (WG-AS 2016).

Prevention of marine and terrestrial alien species introduction is the first and most
effective strategy to protect the Wadden Sea ecosystem. To increase the effectiveness
of measures and to assist the implementation of regulatory obligations, several
additional management actions should be taken, e.g., a combined pathway analysis
for the introduction of alien species to the Wadden Sea Area, an integration of alien
species parameters to the Trilateral Monitoring and Assessment Programme (TMAP),
as well as trilateral sharing of knowledge and data. The risk analyses should be
trilaterally shared.

1% Alien speciesmeans any live specimen of a species [..] intredwutside its natural range [lvasive alien
speciesmneans an alien species whose introduction or dgras been found to threaten or adversely impawt up
biodiversity and related ecosystem services (EU Réign No 1143/2014).
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(4) Trilateral coordination (Decision making)
The national authorities should remain responsible for alien species management, on

a trilateral level supported by the CWSS. It is proposed to set up a coordination group
with representatives from three countries, similar to the already existing WG-AS, to
advise appropriate common conclusions and measures. Timely communication and
information about (new) detections, spreading and measures would be crucial. To
optimize the effectiveness of decisions made, the coordination group could support,
where possible, national decisions and risk-assessments. Tasks may encompass
coordinating information and citizens science programs.

Proposed main tasks for trilateral coordination

1 Organising and sharing data on alien species records throughout the Wadden Sea Area. Primary actions will be the
harmonization of data arising from national alien species monitoring programmes and their continuous accessibility
e.g., for the Trilateral Monitoring and Assessment Programme (TMAP).

2 Sharing experiences on the development and effectiveness of monitoring, prevention, control and eradication
methods.
3 Streamlining methods and actions (where possible) focused on “alien species in the Wadden Sea” related trilateral

communication, awareness and education, e.g., the introduction of an information (alert) approach and an agreement
on standardized information channels to disseminate timely information.

4 Providing a regularly updated list of alien species in the Wadden Sea based on national data (TMAP), and making it
accessible via the CWSS website.

5 Providing a focal point on the CWSS website to share examples about the effectiveness of prevention, control and
eradication actions that have been done by either of the States in the Wadden Sea.

(5-7) Management measures and evaluation‘of m measures
More effort should be set to assess the possibilities of trilateral management,

eradication and control measures for application in the Wadden Sea Area. This
includes timely sharing of information on new alien species occurrences, mitigation

is necessary to assess t evant management actions.

Proposed actions for com tion, awareness andlgcation
Communication, awareness and education about alien species in the Wadden Sea

ed in a cooperative way. The coordination group should foster
on the effectiveness of national awareness campaigns, but also
of actions to promote alien species in the Wadden Sea, e.g., by

aliens.

Conclusion
Cooperation and clear communication channels between the trilateral cooperation

partners enable synergies would make the management of alien species in the entire
Wadden Sea Area much more efficient. Furthermore, the MAPAS could enhance early
warning possibilities within the trilateral Wadden Sea, which would be extremely
important for preparedness and hence reduce vulnerability towards newly arriving
species. Finally, raising awareness on the basis of a common communication strategy
would increase the involvement of the general public and would have the potential to
increase the identification of inhabitants and visitors with the UNESCO World
Heritage site.
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Annex 5
[Wadden Sea World Heritage Foundation
Establishment of a trilateral Wadden Sea World tdgae Foundation

The establishment of a private Trilateral Wadden Sea World Heritage Foundation
almost ten years after the first inscription of Wadden Sea on the UNESCO World Heritage
list, reflects the growing maturity and importarafethis unique trilateral UNESCO site. The
Foundation will concentrate on facilitating progand activities with regard to the entire
transnational World Heritage property while workingh partners.

Theobjectivesof the Foundation are

(1) Enhancing the ownership, engagement, civic pri nd involvement
of (primarily) private entities, (funding) instieg and citizens rotecting this
World Heritage site;

(2) Contributing to the maintenance and |
Wadden Sea World Heritage site a untliiegilden Sea Region via

yate) funds etc.;

(4) Being a supportive partner a

Sea World Heritage site and UNESCO World Heritageime sites worldwide.

as will be definedsrstatutes, is to contribute to maintain and
rsal Value (OUV) and the integrity of the Wadden Sea
' all only carry out activitiedgrrojects that, in their
e OUV-Statement forteelden Sea World Heritage as adopted

The basis of the founde
protect the'Outstandi
World Heritage site.
entirety, are governed b
by the UNESCO.

- species and habitat conservation;

- area protection;

- climate change adaptation and mitigation;
- pollution prevention;

- water protection;

- sustainable, environmentally sound transport;
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sustainable tourism;

- education and environmental awareness;
- cooperation with other marine WH sites;
- monitoring;

- [(applied) research;]

- financing of university chairs to increase sciéotkhowledge and awareness about
preserving this World Heritage.

The governance bodyof the Foundation could consist of e.g.:

hiring of liaison officers and other personnel.
of procedure for the Management Board.

2. An Advisory Boardof 4-8 members, from e of the three state marflde
members are well-known people from society wit r the Wadden Sea: elder
statespersons, honourable scientists and peoplleeofegion and other recognized
people.

3. A Management Boardn the beg nly member tise general secretary.
Later on other members, participating in specifiarfdation projects, can (when the
project is running) join this board.

nection with the[State Parties of the] Trilateral Wadden Sea
ented in the existing WaddenBERead (WSB). At the start, the WSB

™ General reservation regarding Wadden Sea WorldaggriFoundation
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[Annex 6

Trilateral Research Agenda for the Wadden Sea Region and its World
Heritage Site

Outline
From Blavands Huk in Denmark via the German caa®en Helder in the Netherlands, the
tides and waves of the North Sea have built a unmpastal wetland and a string of barrier
islands with dunes. This system, the Wadden Se#@Refprms the largest coherent belt of
intertidal mud and sand in the world and has bec@m®&/orld Heritage Site for its

outstanding, natural values. The entire WaddeneRtsnds over three countries. Since forty
years, Denmark, the Netherlands and Germany haueslgccooperated in the management
and protection of the Wadden Sea Region with tted @d[...] achieve far as possible, a

natural and sustainable ecosystem in which natyralcesses pr in an undisturbed
way" (Stade-declaration, 1982).

Realizing this aim and safeguarding the universdiies of the World Her ite in the

long term, however, requires very carefully balagchatural, societal and economic needs
and values in the region. This complex task mustubderpinned by a good, scientific

understanding of underlying socio-economic and ocesses. This knowledge base will
inform future policies to support sustainable depete gion.

The Trilateral Research Agenda for the Wadden and its World Heritage Site
represents a joint effort by Germany, the Netheldaand D for identifying common
future challenges of the whole region and for depielg and implementing comprehensive
approaches to trilateral research. Inte cmynanultl facetted research combined with
committed interactions between scient )

the civil society will be required to inform easures for safeguarding the unigue and
universal values of the region while promc sustainable use of the Wadden Sea Region
and the wellObeing of its mhabltants

The joint SC|ent|f|c com

Agenda with the aimfmaintain natural and cultural values and
to find a sustainable or natural, sociatad economic development. The agenda
focuses on three major, brc -disciplinariyallenges for the future. All of them are
complex by nature and call for multi-, inter- arrdnisdisciplinary approaches. Evidently,

actions to p ve natural values must be platedhistorical and socio-economic context.
Likewise, sacial, cultural and economic initiativaad developments in the Wadden Sea
region should explicitly consider impacts on naltsystems.

Historically, the entire Wadden Sea Region has leetaboratory for engineering and water
management throughout many centuries, giving wse tich cultural heritage comprising
both tangible and intangible elements. As far afblé aspects are concerned, the remaining
artifacts of human-nature interactions provide uthwndispensable information about the
evolution of the cultural landscape and the capadsilof people that allowed natural hazards
and threats to be dealt with.

Risks emerging in the wake of climate change aadese| rise can be supported by a better
understanding of former adaptive capacities andngorof resilience, thereby vyielding
important lessons for the future. A more comprelvenapproach to the questions of heritage
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and identity is called for, encompassing the eniifadden Sea Region beyond national,
linguistic and cultural borders.

Challenge 2. Coping with climate change and relate sea level rise

Global warming with gradual changes in weathergpasf, extreme storm events and rising
sea levels will probably proceed over the comingadies and centuries. Simultaneously
subsiding land may further enhance the rate ofivelgea level rise. This slow but pervasive
process forms one of the main challenges for thed&ia Sea Region with strong long-term
repercussions, not only for natural but also fariap economic and cultural structures and
processes.

Coping with climate change and relative sea leigel requires integrate
and society. We urgently need to improve our urtdading of the
freshwater balance for the entire Wadden Sea angeruelev
relative sea levels, more extreme storm surge devegher tidal

ts from science
astal sediment and
eratures, higher
stronger wave
ies, both for
nature conservation purposes and for economic Isestc
shipping and harbor activities.

The ongoing rise in temperature causes biologi
geographical ranges or seasonal population dyna
altering ecosystem functions and services at aal@@tin
consequences of this pervasive process in a wiglesppctiv od-chains, predator-prey
and parasite-host interactions, ecosystem resdieamod potential species loss. This also
hinders the deployment of appropriat re manage measures to protect the natural
values of the Wadden Sea Region.

invading new territories and
ce. We do not understand the

Challenge 3. Towards a sustainable mar

The Wadden Sea Region has entered a phase of tmajsition owing to a complex interplay
between processes such-as climate change, enengsitivn and demographic changes.

sformation process.

adden Sea Regiondhaske use of regional assets, services
dded in attractive, healthy etesgs In addition, economic activities in

and new economic endeavors. Scientists, policy msakentrepreneurs, NGO’s and the
residents of the area will need to collaboratervipe the appropriate knowledge base for
facilitating evidence-based decisions to managedbmplex transition.

The Wadden Sea Region is an economically periphgretiominantly rural region with few
interspersed urban centers. The population in titieeeWadden Sea Region is shrinking and
the age-structure of residents is biased towardisrlgl people. These trends present severe
challenges such as avoiding social decline whicktrba counter-acted by offering education
opportunities and by providing innovative high-gtyajobs and preserving low and medium
skilled job opportunities in the region. Radicatigw, creative concepts with respect to nature
conservation, active aging, sustainable tourismicaljure and fisheries with local products
should be stimulated in order to make the Wadden FSsgion a true ‘living lab’ for socio-
economic transitions.
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Thematic lines

Evidently, answers to those questions require adalisciplinary basis as well as continued
monitoring of relevant natural and socio-economariables. Addressing the challenges
requires collaborations between scientists acrgssptinary borders and beyond academic
schools and between researchers of different gemesaThese collaborations will have to be
fueled by individuals, groups and institutions wiihofound knowledge and experience in
different subject areas. A programmatic and mudauglinary approach as described in the
challenges may leads to rather abstract formulatminthe research questions. To be more
concrete in the Trilateral Research Agenda foumtte lines are distinguished:

* Climate, water, sediments and subsurface

» Ecology, biodiversity and spatial processes

e Cultural heritage, identity and historical embedgdin

« Economy, society and sustainable development
For each thematic line some concrete research stogie formul
knowledge gaps that are relevant for the appraprainagement

that reflect urgent
den Sea Region.

Monitoring represents an integral part of the Trilateral Rede Agenda, se good
research strongly depends on the availability dfiecen . Denmark,
Germany and the Netherlands jointly developed dmented a common monitoring
program (TMAP)which is one of the cornerstone
entire Wadden Sea Region. Monitoring needs

increase in the future. Newly
nitoring capacities in various
fields, and technological advance may offer theoopmity [
feasible way. Citizen science is already used verse programs and is likely to be extended
in future as it can significantly foster p
robust links between science and socie

Organization and funding.
dedicated committee that represents the

Implementin teral Research Agenda iregua
ree wesir@nd their main stakeholders and that
ivitlesmembers of the committee consist of a
balanced mix of represe ives of various scientifisciplines and policy makers to
guarantee that the o rchers are selecttrioout high quality multi-, inter- and
providswaars to the most urgent pollcy guestions.

knowledge to concrete situations and gathering -teng data series through

comprehensive monitoring of natural and societatesps. The mapping and monitoring

activities stem at least partly from national anotidpean policy obligations;

c) Regional studies, dissemination and local implemignt aiming at a strong embedding
of this program and its outcomes in local and negiigtructures, institutions and people.
The Trilateral Research Agenda must be deeply domtehe Wadden Sea Region, its
inhabitants, schools and other educational ingiitgt regional businesses, NGO's,
natural park organizations and other public andgpe bodies active in the area.

Outreach, communication and education.The newly established Wadden Sea World
Heritage Partnership Center is envisaged to plkegnéral role in all outreach, communication
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and education activities by providing a platform fiateractions between researchers, policy
makers, regional organizations including schoais, the public at large]

12 Proposal by the Netherlands. Reservation Germany.



